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Welcome

from PV Historical Museum & Gardens President,

Joy Todd

City was a City. Each person has worked with local groups and organizations to se
From Hospice, to Kiwanis, to Lions, to Rotary, the Camarillo City Council, Pleasant

Historical Museum and Gardens, and several religious organizations in the area, the
and continue to serve. In their efforts to make Pleasant Valley a better place they ha
many lives, both human and animal. Please read the biographies in this booklet to

acquainted with each honoree. We are grateful for each one.
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Originally a title reserved for royalty, select nobles, and church hier

it is now often used as a mark of esteem for a person of personal, ¢
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Don Adolfo was one of the few Califérnio land owners still ranching

¥ \¢ his property, which he kept intact during his lifetime, the title of Don

= J} Sk iy o ~used for him, both in direct address while speaking directly to him,
UHIHUULQéKWIRUKEHPQROGYV

Q 30HDVDQW 9DOOH\ +LVWRULFDO 6RFLHW\ EHJDC
DQG ZRPHQ KDYH EHHQ KRQRUHG LQ WKH SDVW  \HDU

We select from people nominated each year by the community based on:

$Q LQGLYLGXDO ZKRVH IDPLO\ DQG RU SHUVRQDO KL
9DOOH\ DQG RU

An individual who has lived in the area for at least 20 years, and has provided outstandi
WKH FRPPXQLW\ DQG RU WR WKH 39+6 GXULQJ WKDW

W
o
¥ N

-
'S



THE NEED FOR EXPANSIONOF THE MUSEUMSITE

;] ETTVIGMEXI| XLI %4I\MFMPMX] SJ IZIV]SRI [MXL

IWNTERWMSR SJ SYV QYWIYQ -X MW E XIWXEQIRX
ERH SYV QYWIYQ MW EGXMZIP] WIVZMRK XLI GSQ
-X WXMPP WIVZIW [MXL WTIEOMRK IRKEKIQIRXW
ER]XLMRK [I EVI EWOIH XS HS [I XV] XS HS 8LI "
LMWXSVMG MRJSVQEXMSR ERH LMWXSVMGEP HS

;I EVI E QYWIYQ PSSOMRK JSV[EVH ,MWXSV] QS

FYX PSSO XS XLI QSVI VIGIRX TEWX M | XLI 3PW

3SPWAI[WOM PMZIH MR "EQEVMPPS ERH [EW E .V ,

E HVIEQ ,I FIKER QEOMRK LMW QMRMEXYVIW MR
W FIGEQI +SIFIP IMRMEXYVIW SJ '"EQEVMPPS

XLI [SVPH SZIV % GSPPIGXSV SJ LMW QMRMEXYYV
SJI LMW GVIEXMSRW

'EQEVMPPS [EW MRGSVTSVEXIH MR RSX XLE
E KVIEX MQTEGX SR XLSWI [LS PMZI LIVI ;I GSYH
LEZI XLEX HSGYQIRXEXMSR 8LI WXYHIRX IWWE]
7TXEXlI ,SWTMXEP FYMPX MR ERH SR[EVH ER
IRXYVE 'SYRX] 8LMW MW VIPIZERX LMWXSV] 4189
XLIMV LMWXSV] 3YV GPEWW XSYVW [IVI WYGL E
[ITOIRH XS XIPP XLIQ EFSYX £SYV2 LMWXSV] ,S]
QEHI ER MQTEGX FIGSQI TEVX SJ XLIMV MRXIVIW

LIVI EVI RYQFIV SJ JEGMPMXMIW ERH TVSKVEQ
ERH WXYHIRXW ;I LEZI JSYRH [I GEXIV XS JEQMP
LEZI MRHSSV QIIXMRKW ERH TVSKVEQW % GLMP
VIPMG E FPEGOFSEVH ERH [MPP JEGMPMXEXI S
EVI PSZIH ;I [MPP WXMPP JSGYW SR tLERHW SR}
[MXL XLI [EPP WTEGI XS ZMI[ XLIQ

;I RIH ]SYV LIPT XS 2RMWL XLI GSRWXVYGXMSR




DonCarl Anderson
Behind-the-scenes Volunteer

With his construction skills, he had a hand in numerous
rojects in Camarillo.

Arriving in Camarillo in 1955, for 18 years he rented his rst
abinetmaker/woodworker located where the Metrolink/
Amtrak parking lot is today from Adolfo Camarillo for $100/
month. At one time, that building was a stagecoach stop.

With friends and other civic minded citizens, Carl was instrumental in organizing the
rst Camarillo Christmas parades. Later, he recruited his friend, Hollywood western
actor, Walter Brennan to be the Marshal for the 1967 parade. His woodworking skills
were needed and appreciated for many oat constructions.

During the years 1963-1973, when his four sons were young, he was active in the
leadership of a 4-H chapter with Leo Vanoni, a legend in local farming. Carl helped Leo
with signage and other construction items for Uncle Leo’s Barn at the Ventura County
Fair. He taught woodworking skills to 4-H members from all over the County at his shop
in Camarillo.

Carl was a Knights of Columbus member for over thirty years holding several
leadership positions. He was instrumental in the building of the kitchen/multipurpose
room at the Los Posas St. Mary Magdalen Church.

When Formica became popular as a counter top, Carl was the only one in town who
could install it. Booths at Dorothy’s Chuck Wagon Café and O avio's bene ted from his
skill.

A er Carl’s wife, Joan, passed away, he became active in the Camarillo Boys & Girls
Club Auxiliary. He suggested that the auxiliary run a snack bar for the a er school kids,
and to be present as a kind older adult to talk with the kids. Carl purchased, delivered
and set up beverages. He worked two or more shi s per month, and o en would buy
pizza for the kids anonymously. He also worked at the early bird bingo monthly.

Carl has been one of the best kind of volunteers—behind the scenes—doing whatever
is necessary without fanfare or personal acclaim.



Dona Phyllis Brown Anderso

Active Community Advocate &
Humble Benevolent Care Giver

Phyllis, and husband Bennie, came to Camarillo in 1962 where
Bennie was employed as a teacher and coach of football and
basketball at Hueneme HS. Friends from Oklahoma, Fred and Doris
Phipps, enticed them to move here. Long-time friends, Bennie and
Fred were in each other’s weddings. Phyllis found a job right away as
bookkeeper for the newly opened, “The Liquor Shop,” owned by M. F. Dally Jr.

As did many other mothers, Phyllis rst started her volunteerism at the schools of their
children. 1969 she served as the Block Parent Chairman & In 1972 she became President of the PV
Elementary School PTA. 1974 her organizational skills brought her to be President of the Camarillo
PTA Council serving all the district schools. She was on a roll.

Involvement didn’t stop locally. Phyllis was President of the 12th District PTSA—Ventura County
for 1981-1983. Then in 1984 she was elected President of Adolfo Camarillo High School PTSA. In
1984, she served as Parent Representative of the federally funded Teacher Resource Center for
the Oxnard UHSD which received an award for its outstanding programs by the CA Educators’
Association. While at ACHS, from 1981-2001 she was one of many parents who helped form the
ACHS PTA Bingo Commi ee, and served as bookkeeper until it was dissolved—a er raising
thousands of dollars to assist sports, academics and its teachers.

Meanwhile, in 1972- 1977 Phyllis was involved with the grassroots Commi ee Against the
Camarillo Airport, walking the streets to generate awareness of the critical situation. Mayor Stan
Daily appointed her to the Transportation Commi ee for the City of Camarillo in 1975.

A er the death of Bennie in 1985 she was bookkeeper at the Underwood Farms Road Side Stand
and later being full time for AVTEK AIR, INC. at the Camarillo Airport until 2000. Hoping that
someday the FAA would certi cate the AVTEK 400 business Jet, she kept on working voluntarily
out of her garage, while working part time as an assistant in the tax o ce of CKT & Associates
well into her 80’s. Since 2014, she has worked with the PVHM&G accession team meeting weekly
with others.

Involvement with her church, St. Mary Magdalen Church, includes being a Eucharistic Minister,
Secretary of the Bereavement Ministry. In 2016 she became a member of the International
Society of St. Vincent de Paul, concurrently serving as President of the St. MM Conference and as
President of the District which covers Ventura County.

She was the 8th of 10 children all born with red hair! [She still has it] Phyllis has three children—
Sharon, Steven, and David and eight grandchildren—Nathan is head football coach at ACHS.



Dona Joni Berger

Active Community and
Organization Volunteer

Coming from Michigan to Ventura, and now living in Camarillo
br close to forty years, Joni has been highly involved in
boroptimist International of Camarillo for 35 years. In addition

D serving in every board position and commi ee chair multiple
mes, she served as the club President four, non-consecutive
terms. She also served the Camino Real Region of Soroptimist International as District
Director to clubs in Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties. Soroptimist is known for their
programs helping women and girls to live their best lives.

Since 1997 Joni served as chairperson for the Camarillo Soroptimist Enchilada Sale
which her club raised over $126,000 by rolling and selling 112,206 [but who's counting]
chicken, cheese and beef enchiladas. Proceeds from this annual fundraiser helped support
Soroptimist signature programs including: Dream It Be It; Live Your Dream; Stop Tra cking,
and the Amy McAvoy CSU-CI scholarship.

Joni worked as the volunteer co-chair of the Camarillo Hospice Chili Festival where
nearly $50,000 was raised during the festival bene ting the Camarillo Hospice’s volunteer
recruiting, training, and placement services programs.

She is currently on the Board of Directors of Temple Adat Elohim (TAE), a synagogue
based in Thousand Oaks which serves families in Ventura and LA Counties. She is one of
the organizers of the largest event of the year when dozens of community volunteers team
together for a Christmas Day dinner serving more than 250 underprivileged Ventura county
residents.

Joni held numerous positions in the organization’s Sisterhood. With the onslaught of the
Covid Pandemic, Joni accepted the leadership position as President for two years, working
to keep the organization viable and active while unable to meet in person. She learned
new technology skills and encouraged members to stay connected and adopt the new
procedures for monthly gatherings via Zoom.

She currently works at Ventura Property Management as a Residential Leasing Agent.
Joni enjoys her life as a wife to Jay, mother of Brian who lives in AZ, Kristine Folino Mayberry
living in Orange County, and step mother to Micah, Hannah, Ethan, Jesse, grandmother of 9,
sister and aunt.

Her personal statement is “the best is yet to be” as she continues living her best life in the
City of Camarillo.
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DonLloyd Christie, DV.M §

Veterinarian '
with passion for Serving

Dr. Christie purchased the Camarillo Veterinary Hospital
on Dawson Drive in 1976 from Dr. Josh Meyer. He became the
owner-operator for 30+ years. Besides the regular practice,
Lloyd o ered free veterinary services to guide and service
dogs provided by Guide Dogs of America, and Guide Dogs

for the Blind. He sold the practice to Dr. Song Chong in 2005. He served one year as
Secretary of Santa Barbara-Ventura Veterinary Medical Association .

Camarillo-Somis Pleasant Valley Lions Club became his volunteer passion. He has
been a member of this club for 46 years. He served as Lions Club Secretary for 14 years,
and Newsle er Editor for 15 years. Lloyd has also held positions in the Lion’s District 4A-
3, which serves the tri-counties.

Always active in club fund raising events such as Harvest Festival, Easter Festival,
and Fair Parking, he helped serve the famous Lionburgers to bene t areas of sight
conservation, hearing, diabetes, childhood cancer and environment.

Dr. Christie was a member of the team providing sight screening for elementary school
children. As a certi ed “Guiding Lion,” he was active in establishment of Amber’s Light
Lions Club of Camarillo and Conejo Valley Lions Club.

He has received numerous awards for his service in Lions Club International . He
was awarded Life Memberships for the International Club, and Lions Sight and
Hearing Foundation. Other awards were: Fourth District Student Speakers Foundation
All Fellows Award, the Progressive Melvin Jones Fellow, Kay Fukashima CA Lions
Foundation Fellowship—2 times, and multiple District Excellence Awards.

Lloyd grew up on a small farm near KS-MO border—before electricity! He walked to a
1-room elementary school house [claims uphill both ways in snow!]. Agriculture degrees
were earned from Kansas State and Michigan State, with the DVM from Kansas State
in 1963. He worked for the CA Dept. Agriculture Vet Lab Services as a Pathologist for
5 years, partnered in a small animal practice in Walnut, CA for 5 years, then came to
Camarillo/Somis.

His hobbies are oil painting, woodworking, gardening, y shing, and world travel. His
favorite animal just might be the cat!
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Siblings Rag edy An & Andy have
be n entertaining folks since

1920. They don’t have the same
strength in their bones that they

did 80 years ago, but they are stil

devoted to sharing their lives and
fun stuf they nd at their home

at 720 Las Posas Road in Camaril o,

California.
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DonGreg Farrin

aka “Manny Hatz”

First, you must understand that his nickname, “Manny Hatz”, is
0 ing because of his outstanding service to Pleasant Valley
istorical Museum and Botanical Garden. Ever since retirement

/ ‘ nd his availability to PVHS, he has taken on more and more
responsibilites—wearing many hats! His amazing willingness to see needs and jump in to |l
them has been a Godsend to our organization.

Volunteering as the museum’s IT manager, the next logical step was to become a Museum
Board Member and include volunteering as the museum’s website (pvhsonline.org) editor;
growing and updating the website for museum news, events and accomplishments. He
also is Vice-President. A er receiving Docent Training, Greg also volunteered monthly as a
Docent, and living less than a mile from the museum, was on-call to cover for a docent who
was not able to work on a scheduled day, including cleaning, making sure the scheduled
docent was able to get in, lock up and feel comfortable while docenting.

The museum’s quarterly newsle er, The Echq previously had Be y Sullivan volunteering
as the editor for many years, but at 95 years of age, she retired a couple of years ago. Since
Be y’s retirement, Greg is now volunteering as The Echoeditor. [Check out the back page of
the Echo and you will see, not humble Greg, but “Manny Hatz” listed as Editor!] He has made
many upgrades to the quality and readability of the newsle er.

Since 2019, the museum has added 8 buildings to the museum property; 5 display buildings
and 3 storage buildings. Greg has volunteered as a carpenter on all 8 buildings, which
requires buying and transporting truck-loads of lumber. Additionally, Greg is volunteering as
the museum facility manager, responsible for the maintenance of the museum building and
botanical gardens. He is “Tractor Technician” for the museum’s Allis-Chalmers 1952 tractor
kept in our garden. Even now, with the museum closed to the public, he and Karin come up
to oversee watering and cleaning the garden.

Greg, a native of Arizona, moved to Southern California in 1962. He graduated from
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, in 1979 with a BS Degree in Electrical
Engineering and Computer Science. Until he retired in in 2019, Greg worked in engineering,
and engineering management positions , developing computer-based products and systems
for commercial and military data processing and data storage applications. He married Karin
in 1984 and se led in Camarillo in 1986.
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DonaKarin Farrin
Helpful and Caring Volunteer

Karin has been a vital volunteer with the Pleasant Valley
Historical Museum and Garden , since 2015. She really enjoys and
loves being a part of the great group of people to work with and
became a Board Member in 2020.

She helps with accessions weekly, but the most important responsibility is the daily
monitoring and forwarding phone and email messages. When we were open, she scheduled
docents and called for substitutes when needed. She is willing and happy to help with any
other tasks that are needed...there is always something to do and learn about. Karin looks
forward to the completed expansion of the Museum, so we can re-open again to the public
with even more history and information to o er than before.

Karin worked for SCE in Ventura from 1982 to 1986, married Greg in 1984, and enjoyed a
series of part-time jobs, including o ering pet-si ing services. She worked for the ~ Camarillo
Ranch Foundation/Museum in 2004, retiring in 2015. She enjoyed learning about the history
of the Adolfo Camarillo family and home, plus working with all the wonderful docents. She
helps out on a volunteer basis sending out emails for the docents, when necessary, and
helping occasionally at an event or with a project

She became an active member of the Camarillo Antique Club , in the mid-1990’s, which was
always informative and interesting. “Rita Faulders got me involved which | appreciated.” The
Club closed during COVID, so instead of regular monthly meetings, they try to have quarterly
lunch get-togethers.

Besides history, Karin has an interest in historic homes, museums, ‘antiques’, animals,
nature and art. She also enjoys books and reading, movies, gardening, cooking and baking.
She and Greg enjoy the outdoors and traveling.

Their son, Mike, and his wife Debbie, recently moved from California to Michigan for a job
o er he received. Big change from here, especially regarding the weather.

She states, “Camarillo is a great place to live with its small-town feel, wonderful people and
lovely weather.”



Don Allen Grizzard-Paul
Community and Soccer Volunteer

Paul was born in England, the youngest of 4 children. He
ended a technical college and became an Electronics
ngineer, but his spare time was taken up with refereeing soccer
pr football, as it is known in England]. In 1982 he volunteered to
ake a team of 12-year-old boys to play soccer in Camarillo. This
was a soccer exchange program between the county of Surrey and Camarillo where the kids
stayed with the families for two weeks. Allen immediately fell in love with Camarillo. Two
years later on his second tour, the family he was staying with was invited to Mary Grizzard’s
farewell party when she sold her Somis house.

He soon found out about Mary’s willingness to volunteer as she started volunteering him
to work for the Ambassadors and of course the Kiwanis Club, where he is now their secretary
and advisor for two high school Key Clubs. His love for the game of soccer made it impossible
not to volunteer as a referee for AYSO and had the opportunity of coaching the Camarillo
team against the Brits (we won). Once he started nding it di cult to keep up with the
kids refereeing, he took over coaching the VIP Special Needs kids and adults in soccer and
basketball. Allen always says that he did not move to America, he moved to Camarillo and
will never leave.

In 1992 Mary was the rst female to join the Kiwanis Club of Camarillo where she has
served as President four times, each time making the club distinguished. The Camarillo
Kiwanis Club was started in 1966 by Don George Thayer. His wife, Dofia Be y Thayer could
not join because at that time Kiwanis was strictly an “all boys” club. In 1987, delegates at the
72 Annual Kiwanis International Convention voted to end the ban on women members. Mary
couldn’t wait to become a member and 5 years later she started her active involvement.

She served as the Regional Advisor for High School KIWIN'S Div. oKey Club; started two
Key Clubyouth groups at the California Youth Correctional Facility where she also served on
their Advisory Council. Represented the club at many international conventions including in
Taiwan and Tokyo.

Again, a trend-se er, she was one of the rst women Deputy Sheri s to be on patrol in
the Ventura County. A er she received her BS from Cal Lutheran, she became a Financial
Planner and an active member of the Camarillo Chamber of Commerce. A er marrying
Allen in 1986, she became the Dean of the West Coast University extension in Camarillo.
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DonaMary Grizzard-Paul
Kiwanis Club Trailblazer

Volunteering for many City events, along with Allen, she joined
the Camarillo Ambassadors who represent the City. She still is a
very active Kiwanian, loves to read, a end fun events, and going
to the opera.

Mary was born in New Jersey, number 2 of 10 children. Her family moved to CA in 1959 and
lived in the SF Valley, Simi Valley, and a er marriage, built a house in Somis. She had three
sons, Shawn, Mike and Ryan and is blessed with ve granddaughters.

As far as service to the community, Mary and Paul were jointly involved in the same
activities. They married in 1985, and the rest is a joint story.

Allen and Mary’s involvement with Kiwanis includes organizing food drives to support local
food pantries and a variety of events. They assisted in providing breakfasts for participants
of American Cancer Society Relay for Life and Ventura County Autism Society Aut2Run
events. The couple has worked with students in the KIWIN'S Clubs at Adolfo Camarillo,
Rio Mesa, and Rancho Campana High Schools. With their participation in these clubs, the
students learn valuable leadership and team skills. They have also raised funds for the
annual George M. Thayer Memorial Scholarship for students at these three high schools.

Two major community projects which are important to Allen and Mary were raising funds
for playground equipment and their support of kidlSTREAM. They learned that children with
special needs could not always enjoy the equipment at the Community Center Park. They
partnered with other organizations to raise funds for the design, purchase and installation of
playground equipment for children with special needs which opened in 2016.

They also enabled the club to purchase ve Magic Spun Chairs that will help children
especially those su ering from Autism. Allen, Mary, and members of the KIWIN'S as well
as at Camarillo Kiwanis have spent countless hours assisting the kidlSTREAM sta with
organizing the space and helping with their events.

For many years, Allen has coached AYSO VIP soccer players and teams. This program
provides a quality soccer experience for children and adults whose physical or mental
disabilities make it di cult to successfully participate on mainstream teams.

Allen and Mary continue to show their commitment to our community. Allen always says
that he did not move to America, he moved to Camarillo and will never leave!



Don Chuck Spence

Various Volunteer Jobs

A er growing up in western Pennsylvania and spending
ix years as a pilot in the Air Force, Chuck and Jo moved to
amarillo in July of 1979, as a pilot with American Airlines.
or the rst years, they were growing their family of two
daughters, and se ling into the California lifestyle. These years also included a three-
year furlough from American Airlines, when he worked for an aerospace company in
Oxnard.

His rst volunteer involvement was with  American Youth Soccer Organization Region
68 Board. Chuck was Treasurer of this board from 1987-1994. He was also a co-founder
of the AYSO Camarillo Strawberry Cup. This is an annual Invitational tournament for
boys ages 10-14, and girls 10-19 that meets for two days on two di erent weekends. Large
event!

In the mid-to-late 1990s, his volunteer e orts were extended nation-wide as the
Chairman of a national commi ee with the Allied Pilots Association , which is the
national union for American Airline pilots.

With the schools, Chuck was President of the Camarillo Heights School Site Council
from 1986-1988. He was Treasurer of the®?VSD Camarillo Academic Olympics Board from
2006-2012.

He was a volunteer tax preparer from 2007-2009, and then became the Administrator
for the entire Ventura County Volunteer Income Tax Assistance [VITA] from 2010-2015.
Chuck started in 2017 and continues to volunteer for the AARP TCE PrograniTax
Counseling for the Elderly].

The Friends of the Camarillo Library Board also has bene ed from his expertise with
money. He became Treasurer in 2008 and still serves in that role. He says that “when you
look a er the money, you know what is going on in an organization.”

Chuck retired as a pilot from American Airlines in 2007. In the 44 years of living in
Camarillo, Chuck and Jo have had the opportunity to move almost anywhere — but why
would a person leave here?
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DonaJoAnn “Jo” Spence
Multi-organization Volunteer

Jo recalls that much of her volunteer time revolved around their two
daughters’ activities. Church was a natural start for her as she taught
Sunday School and served on the St. Columba’s Preschool Board.
Both Chuck and Jo had early volunteer positions in AYSO. She helped|%
chair the snack bar for several years and also as Treasurer until she
realized her husband was much more suited for that job!

Then as their older daughter, Erin, became disenchanted with playing soccer, they joined
Indian Maidens and became involved with leadership there. Finally, both daughters were li le
maidens and she served as Big Chief of the Camarillo YMCA Indian Maidens. Then their younger
daughter, Lindsay, became the soccer player and they continued to support and be involved with
AYSO and All-Stars well into her junior high years.

Jo served on several commi ees with the Pleasant Valley School District and become very
interested in, and volunteered to be the School Coordinator for Camarillo Academic Olympics
(CAO) from Camarillo Heights Elementary School. She coached numerous Super Quiz Teams at
Camarillo Heights and Monte Vista and went on to chair the Super Quiz portion of CAO for some
years. Jo taught 6th grade at Camarillo Heights for 5 years and then was chosen to transition
the 6th grade to the Monte Vista. She completed her teaching career as Supervising Teacher of
Community Home Education for Pleasant Valley School District for 10 years where she assisted
students and parents in Camarillo to navigate learning from home.

Her daughters and she participated in National Charity League of Ventura County and they
volunteered together at numerous venues throughout the county and in Camarillo. She credits
NCL also with paving the way for another passion with membership in Las Patronas Auxiliary
of Assistance League of Ventura County. Las Patronas was an organization that supported the
philanthropies of Assistance League by honoring exceptional young women as seniors in high
school by presenting them as Debutantes. Jo served Las Patronas in multiple capacities for
twenty years and eventually served as Chairman of the organization for two consecutive years.

The logical transition for her was to join the parent organization of Assistance League of
Ventura County (ALVC). Her most recent past position with ALVC was Scholarship Chairman
where she served as liaison between California State University-Channel Islands and ALVC
where they sponsor 4 scholarships for students majoring in science or math. Currently Jo
serves ALVC as 1st Vice-President Membership.

Daughter, Erin Spence lives outside of Barcelona, Spain. Lindsay Spence McAllister lives in
Ventura with husband, Justin, and their two granddaughters, Teagan and Matilda.
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Don Tony Trembley

Public servant, Health Care,
and Youth

Tony and Kathy speci cally chose Camarillo over many other
locations in the state in 1983 when they moved here a er
nishing postgraduate educations at UC Davis. Tony states,
“We love the friendliness and the family focus of our Pleasant
Valley community, its geographic beauty and our wonderful
climate.”

He has been involved in helping advance health care in our community through the St.
John's Pleasant Valley Hospital Foundation Board , where he was past chairman, and as a
director for the Community Boards for St. John's Pleasant Valley Hospital and St. John’s
Regional Medical Center, and for Camarillo Hospice .

He has been past Chair and/or board member of a variety of organizations, including
Camarillo Chamber of Commerce, Ventura County Catholic Healthcare West , and
United Way of Ventura County. He is currently a Director, Common Spirit [Dignity Health]
Ventura County Community Board, and a member of the Rotary Club of Camarillo. Tony is
also a Volunteer A orney for the Ventura County District A orney’s O ce

His service in youth activities includes past Council Commissioner of Ventura County
Boy Scouts of America; Assistant Scoutmaster in Troop 225, Camarillo; AYSO Region 68;
and the Camarillo Eagles Soccer Club.

He aended Trinity College, Dublin Ireland and received a BA degree in Political
Science/Public Service with highest honors from UC Davis. He earned a Juris Doctor
degree in 1983, also from UC Davis. Tony was a postgraduate Assembly Fellow in the
California Legislature. He is a member of the California State Bar and has been a
practicing a orney since 1983.

Tony currently is Vice Mayor for the City of Camarillo and was rst elected to the City
Council in 2016. Elected from District 4, his current term expires December 2024. He
served as Mayor in 2020. As Regional Representative for Camarillo, he serves on eight
commi ees, agencies, commissions, and authorities, including the Metrolink Board of
Directors and the Ventura County Transportation Commission (past Chair).

He is married to Kathy, a retired public elementary school teacher. They have 3 children,
Chris (wife Lauren), Alison (husband Ma ), and Stephen (gf Laura), and one grandchild
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Don Russ White

Lion of Service

About 2003, his friend, Lion Tom Bla el, invited Russ to join
the Pleasant Valley Lions Club. That decision brought him
many new friends and opportunities volunteering with this
wonderful organization.

Russ has held several Lion Club o ces during the past 20 years, such as Vice-
President, President, and Secretary, as well as “Chief Cook and Bo le Washer” working
to raise funds for their many charities.

He has a true “can do” a itude and has participated in numerous club projects related
to vision, hunger, environment, pediatric cancer, youth and diabetes. You may have seen
him doing vision screening in local schools, in the Camarillo Christmas Parade with the
PV Lions oat, at the Ventura County Fair parking lot serving meals to those displaced by
the Thomas re, helping with the low water landscaping the re department in Somis, or
at Underwood’s festivals.

The main club focus is Knights of the Blind and bene ting thousands of people
needing vision screening, glasses, and even seeing eye dogs. They were #1 club many
times based on the members ability to raise funds and work with so many charitable
organizations, and local community service organizations.

Russ and wife, Dale, have lived in Camarillo since December 1972, moving here from
Hawaii where he had been dra ed by the Army. Russ met Dale at Fort DeRussy in
Waikiki where she also worked. In 1967, he worked as an agent forEmery Air Freight
Soon a er, they visited Dale’s brother, Ed, who worked at Pt. Mugu and they really liked
the Ventura County area. A er transferring to LAX as the International Freight Export
Manager, they moved to Camarillo. Russ retired in 2003.

Their children both now live in Portland, Oregon leading very successful lives. Son Phil
owns his own business and Debra Burgess is a music teacher and co-conductor of the
Portland Symphonic Girlchoir. They have 3 granddaughters and 4 grandsons, in various
professions, including working at Nike headquarters, a doctor, a music composer, art
teacher, Administrator at University of Washington, and Manager for a non-pro t, also
one great-grandson. All are doing well.

18



you have peen an inspiration to me every
iUl father. The Thepiking,,
1o all these yéargssgows'?ns& for i
sl ;CO eing there

work yo
its excellent com
is well deserved, MYy dear

ou! This award 1S
SO thankful for you as is camarillo,
Congratu\at'\ons and sO much love, your b pic,
for this g d e Y Couldnt
c Ward, cop r persop,
ongratulatio Loy latulggj
Russ! The |ens' Grandpa € Rang), onst!
dedicati adership,
atlon, enthusiaSm
yg(jwlce you've shown ’tc? d loo ur Grandpa, Ru
the r community blows all mUd funny, (EVen_kSeS White, is laugh-
theother grandpas out of thoral character angled and of StalWOUL
oo water and inspires me tr?_ugh not Sufp’ris we are overjo art
;y day. We are so proud m 's honor. He haed he has receiv);zd
nd sending you love! tre:tn S strength canSbShOWn us that a
—Amy & Alissa ' S those he loves Zrtgu-”d in how he
Lgooks tri-tip bee;‘n how well he
Congratu\at'\ons randpa y\:\{\;s;eat y and Nishi
vou have always peen SUC _
inspiration in my life and | remember Congratulations. G!randpa Russ! What an amazing,
all the ha ork you have oiven 10 _We\\-c_jesewed achievement. We are so proud of ¥«
our €O unity sin was & \itle including Great Grandson Kellen. sending love anc
byoy. \ou desene ard and | am cheers from Oregon!
<o proud © b grand on Love Jason, Leah & Kellen
Love You Ryan
ng of maril o i O
O with
it out

Congratulati
tions, Ru
your man , Russ, on this mom SO glad us wi
marillo co?/nﬁl?r:iﬁf\?ewice’ dediCatisrr:t(;l;,S(’jaChievemen ’ ﬂg?l(glii‘f‘gat e 027 5 and I'm
to help are h I Your generous spi ! commitment & SO0 my Nity yo
allmarks of s spirit, leadershi dheaaconmi Ch o s gj u
ou - rship, e gni is qivi
others. Your farzily rsrt?iigy gonmb“tions flgr?r? I‘ﬁﬁgﬁ@wwdt'gp tha yoﬂv(;ng
S be e
- Roberta cause ofyou, anyMﬂU asa ro,)éoﬁ1 and luck
ode|! L



20

+LVWRU\ RI &D
Mental Hospital
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by Robbie McDonough

Plates clatter in the kitchen, smell of bacon
sizzling, a 78 year old woman wakes and doesn’t

know where she is. Her walls are white, she is
confused, “where is my baby?” A foul stench of urine

weeA [...i ...>eeU>pA°> OAAIA ..OAlei "
no time to spare, patients need to be showered, medicated,
> vi® -eO" A ev “ee>"A >7 JAe>TA wee |0 >

rooms, and screams of terror chill the bone; a new day has begun at
Camarillo State Hospital, it is 1962.

The present California State University Channel Islands (CSUCI) was
once a psychiatric hospital, which was established in 1936. It was
known as Camarillo State Mental Hospital and treated patients with
developmental disabilities and mental iliness.

The California Department of Institutions built the hospital as
refuge for local hospitals because there was limited federal funding,
poor living conditions, overcrowdedness, institutions and prisons
were weak and failing. Why Camarillo? Farmland was ample and
fertile, land was cheap, easy access to large mental hospitals, and
institutions in Los Angeles County.

In 1929, $1,000,000 was offered to buy the land and buildings
by the California Legislature to build a state hospital in Camarillo.
Joseph P. Lewis and Adolfo Camarillo, both Agriculturists, owned
8600 acres called Lewis Ranch and sold 1500 acres of this for
$415,000.

Once news broke out in Camarillo that an “asylum” was going to
be built, protesters spoke out. They were worried about their houses



depreciating and the proximity of insane people near their wives and
children. Supporters of the institution argued the hospital had the
potential to create a large and consistent payroll for members in the
city of Camarillo. Over 1,000 people would be given employment as
a result of the hospital.

The groundbreaking ceremony took place on August 15, 1933,
with Mr. and Mrs, Adolfo Camarillo, Josephine Lewis, Governor
Rolph, and Dr. Toner in attendance. The new hospital project was a
result of an agreement
between the Public
Works Administration
and the State of
California.

The task of constructing
the building was given
by state architect,
George McDougall. The
hospital was expected
to house 7,000 patients
and 700 staff, homes
for superintendent
> cevwV >eA° [ i “>
focus was designing the
hospital with dormitories,
administration buildings,
a dairy, treatment facilities, shops, roads and landscaped gardens.
McDougall wanted a cottage-style setting whereby the proposed
children’s unit held over 150 adolescent youths in four separate
duplex cottages, with each cottage holding over 36 children.
They constructed a receiving and isolation unit adjoining the
administration building and the central dining room. The school,
domestic space, chapel, gym, and therapy center, would each be
housed in separate buildings.

A~

McDougall wanted the design to blend in with the historical
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architecture of Ventura County,
and chose the structure of San
Buenaventura Mission showing
red tile roofs and white pueblo
walls. It was important to
McDougall that the hospital
setting would be surrounded
by the natural beauty of rolling
"eeA]l yee UiAA] > }AIiiTiAP
and would result in a more
tranquil resort rather than a stale-looking hospital with no life. This
eliminated a dark cloud over the hospital.

On October 12, 1936 the Camarillo State Hospital administration
hosted the opening ceremony. Members of the community sat in
chairs on the beautiful lawns that faced the Spanish-style building to
celebrate this wonderful moment. Doctors, therapy workers, nurses,

and volunteers all clapped

at the announcement

of the opening. The

total amount of hospital
cost was approximately
$10,000,000 and, at
completion, was the
largest mental hospital in
the world.

[...i WAAT «>1"7i"1A
adult men and in 1937,
300 women patients were

transferred to Camarillo
from other hospitals. In
1947, the hospital opened a ward for children wth developmental
disabilities. Later, a Children’s Treatment Center was constructed and
occupied in 1955.

The hospital closed down in 1997 for two reasons. In 1967,
Governor Ronald Reagan, signed the Lanterman-Petris-Short Act,
which impacted state hospital populations. In 1996, Governor Peter



Wilson cited the facility and found that in 1954 there were 7,266
patients, but it only had 871 patients in 1996. The hospital costs had
also increased and these factors closed one-quarter of the facility
and on June 30th, 1996, the hospital was closed.

Cheers of joy, squeals of delight, it's Friday, school
is out. A new day has passed at California State
University Channel Islands, but moans and groans
of the past still remain............c.............

Robbie is already attending CSU Maritime Academy
located in Vallejo working for his Marine Engineetfing
Technology degree. He graduated from ACHS with 4.6

GPA, passing all his AP exams.
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Four generations of the
Fullkerson family have
run this family business—
Jonathan, Jack, Bob, no

Kyle. Jack & Barbara,
& Olivia have previously
been honored as Don &
Donia.

Comnmmrmm

Dondabo ey &

Fred P hipps &
Cathy Trainer
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Better Hal
2023 Dofig

f COngratulates

Andy is proud of himself
unearthing some old pipes
was just to busy reading i

bo k in the garden to join
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It's Ann & Andy’s page!

The old PV school house

bell hangs in the garden, Ann
has not had a quiet day since
Andy learned to climb it.

Ann evaluates the best cooking
tools to make Acorn soup!
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While Andy Climbs poles

9ets to work On the tract ol

or!

Andy won’t be kept down
v/hen i is time to see the
medicine buggy!



what they’ve found!

Ann has been learning about
being a “Brownie Scout.” Do
you know where that term
originated?

Andy js wr,
a p u 'n “
Just smjje backpand Q'lete water,”
questio ask

Ann nearly fell out of her chair while
waiting for the building permits from
the city. It has been over years of

waiting so far... 57



Camarillo-Somis Pleasant Valley Lions cc
two of our lion memberisloyd ChraetidRuss
Whitéor receiving the honorary title of Ca
Don. Both Lions have made a huge impa
community as individuals and as Lions do
hours in support of Lions global causes
diabetes, vision, hunger, the environme
childhood cancers. They deservedly join 4
PV Lions as PV Historical Society Camar
we are proud to have them in our cl




Chicks and ducks and ge se start to scur y when An a

get the keys to Mom and Dad’s 1939 Packard!
Yea, it has a lit le rust but hey! its stil fun!
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CoNGRATULATION®ON & DoRNas
CLassor 2023!

our story
We are happy to open our doors to you! Our name originates from the last names of our family:
(LO)-Lopez and (Ru)-Rubalcava. Loru’s Cafe is proudly family-owned and ran. Loru’s Cafe’s vision

provide our customers with high-quality California inspired food options, with great customer servig
in a clean and safe environment. Our family has over 30 years of restaurant experience in many
known establishments. We serve ne American dishes from early in the morning for breakfast thro
the dinner hours at your convenience.




bz, A7
‘ EMBRODERY s

GNSHOP

“Recognition Made Visible!”
TrophiesEtc.com
CoastalSignShop.com
805-484-1813

sales@TrophiesEtc.com

2263 Pickwick Drive, Camarillo, CA

“Our Threads Will Turn Heads!”
CoastalEmb.net
805-383-5593

sales@CoastalEmb.net

Andy & Ann are so grateful the
bench was not put in storage
while they wait for the museum
expansion to be completed.

31




Congrats from the Fam to our dear Russ White!!
Father and Grandpa, you are our HERO'!

Andy is excited the museurir;
expansion has started...o‘r( y
the smile pbecause he loc eo
his sister inside on puUrpose:

$QQ $QG\ DUH RUVW LO
PV Mercantile opening soon. Joy -
Todd has just delivered fresh jam!




Congratulations to

Doiia Phyllis
Anderson

Dona Karin and
Don Greg Farrin

We appreciate all
Allen and Mary Grizzard-Paul you do for our community!

Z}YuE Zz E A}EI v ] Y} }

our communi § is greay gopreci &d. PVHS Accessions
Team

V.S
The

Kwanis Qlb of Camarillo

Congratulations!

Don Tony Trembley
& Dona Joni Berger

All your friends
and family from

Club of Camarillo

“Service Above Self” CamarilloRotary.org
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Greg Farrin contemplates next
steps on his building project
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Congratulations

2023 Dons & Donas
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Become a PVHM&G Member Today!

Andy & Ann can’t wait

to meet youl!!!l

%VGLMXIGX"W HVE[MRKW SJ TVSTSWIH
NTERWMSR
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